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Skill Level: Intermediate. Assumes familiarity with Corel Painter 
 
What you’ll need: 

¶ Corel Painter and Wacom Tablet 
¶ Photo of your choosing. One you have taken, have retrieved from 

any of the stock photo sites, or one you have permission to use. 
The one I’m using was a stock image. 

¶ French watercolor paper for texture 
¶ Brushes:  

Real 2B pencil in Painter 11, for sketching (Thick and Thin 
pencil in other Painter versions) 
Dull Charcoal Pencil 
Real Bristle Fan Brush 
Grainy Water Blender 
Charcoal Pencil 
Digital Watercolor Spatter Water Brush 

 
 
The best way to discover what brushes you want for any painting is to open a 
separate canvas and play with a few…  
 

 



 
Notice the texture showing from the French watercolor paper when you use the 
dull charcoal. The texture is more subtle, but still there, when the charcoal is 
blended with the grainy water blender. Try other paper textures and select one 
you like. 
 
Set the grain of both brushes to between 9-12%. The grain shows well at these 
settings.  
 
Set the opacities of both brushes between 25-40%. Both the dull charcoal and 
the water blender respond very well to pressure of the pen on the tablet. 
 
As you find brushes you like, put them into a custom palette. You can always add 
to it with brushes of your choice, or delete any you don’t want to use.  
 

 
  
 

Place the Photo and Draw or Trace 
 
Open a new canvas. This one is 8x10 inches at 300 ppi (pixels per inch). The 
background color is optional. Mine opens with a grey-blue, but that color will be 
removed after I’ve done the sketch.  
 
Place photo on canvas and leave on its own layer.  
 

 
 



Adjust until you have the crop you want to use. Then drop the layer onto the 
canvas and save as the reference photo. Equalize it, increasing the saturation if 
you need to see more colors. Lighten and brighten if you need to see the 
features more clearly. I did both. 
 

 
 
 

I’ll keep this file open in the corner of my workspace as I paint. It’s a 
reference for colors as well as for line and placement.  

 
Quick clone the reference image, and save the cloned copy as your painting file. 
 

I named my reference file 00reference-photo-sisters.jpg and the cloned 
copy painting-sisters_001.rif.  That’s so I can keep any layers I add and 
use the iterative save as I go.  
 
Making a quick clone ensures the painting and reference files are exactly 
the same size, just in case the drawing layer on the painting file gets lost. 
(Ouch, but it happens sometimes.) 

 
With the reference image as the clone source, add a layer, composite method 
Gel, and begin the sketch with your pencil. I traced, with the clone source visible. 
 

I sketched each girl on her own layer so I could bring their heights closer 
together. Then I collapsed the two layers as one, again setting the 
composite method to gel. Save and save often. 

 
I selected colors from the reference photo and brushed the ones I wanted 
to use onto the drawing layer, where I could easily select the paints I 
needed. LOCK THE DRAWING LAYER. 

 



 
 

 

Begin the Painting 
 
Open a new layer, under the gel drawing layer.  
 
On the painting layer, using the dull charcoal brush, block in the skin colors, 
beginning with the lightest.  
 
Blend lightly with the grainy water brush.  
 
Bounce back and forth between the two brushes as you lay in darker shades with 
the dull charcoal and blend with the water to create form.  
 
Watch the reference layer as you paint. (Don’t worry, you can clone back in if you 
mess up. Paints are messy, after all. J  But you should be alright with the 
drawing layer to guide you.) 
 
Use the Real Bristle Fan brush to block in the hair. (You’ll love that brush for 
hair.) Blend quickly and lightly with water brush (you don’t want to completely 
hide the bristles you got with the fan brush), stroking in the direction the hair is 
flowing.  












